[Continuous monitoring of the upper esophageal sphincter with the Dent device, during acid perfusion or distension with balloon of the esophageal body].
The aim of the present study was to evaluate pressure changes of the UES under conditions that simulate the effects of gastroesophageal reflux (GER), that are, balloon esophageal distension and acid perfusion 0.1 N. Studies were performed in eight healthy subjects and fourteen patients with reflux esophagitis (RE), divided in two groups according to symptoms, 6 patients with heartburn and 8 patients with heartburn and regurgitation. We have employed the Dent sleeve to monitor UES pressure. The catheter was located with the help of a side-hole manometric catheter placed in the opposite side of the Dent sleeve; thereafter, it was anchorated. Perfusion of acid at 5 and 10 cm below the UES induces a pressure increase statistically significant, (paired data). This pressure increase is shown when mean values of the 5 minutes are considered as well for every minute. On the after hand, esophageal balloon distension did not produce pressure increases in any of the groups.